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South African Police Service 
Milnerton police station 
Cape Town                                    16 February 2015 
 
      Respond to:  021-555-4059 or 076-012-8900 

or by email to: ecaar@icon.co.za 
 
 

Complaint Against Woolworths Holdings Ltd of 
Receiving And Trading In Stolen Property 

 
The Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) was established in 2002, and is one of about 
forty civil society organizations in South Africa committed to supporting Palestinian civil 
society in the quest to end the illegal Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories.  Its 
activities during 2014 included support for the Boycott Woolworths campaign 
coordinated by the National Coalition For Palestine, which is intended to oblige 
Woolworths to desist from stocking Israeli products. 
 
Woolworths Holdings Ltd is a public corporation listed on the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange, and is headquartered at 93 Longmarket Street, Cape Town.  Its activities 
include retailing of agricultural products including citrus, some of which are imported 
from Israel when such produce is out-of-season in South Africa.  Woolworths claims that 
only 0.10 percent of its stock is sourced from Israel, but insists on its right to do so as a 
matter of principle.  
 
Woolworths further claims that it conducts due diligence investigations to ensure that the 
products it retails comply with both international and South African regulations regarding 
labeling, and that it does not source products from the occupied territories. To this end, 
the PSC has alerted Woolworths to the reputational and financial risks to a corporation of 
its standing of receiving and trading in stolen property. 
 
The core of the PSC complaint, confirmed by the appended 113 page report from Who 
Profits?, is that agricultural exports labeled as produce of Israel are deliberately mixed 
between Israeli, settlement and Palestinian products. Who Profits? is a website managed 
by the Israeli Coalition Of Women For Peace, which is an activist organization dedicated 
to Jewish-Palestinian partnership.  The role of the Coalition of Women For Peace is akin 
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to that of the Black Sash during South Africa’s apartheid era, and its research is thorough 
and well regarded.   The report on agricultural exports disproves Woolworths’ contention 
that it can ensure the authenticity of the origin of products labeled as produce of Israel.  
 
The PSC submits that in retailing products grown on Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories on stolen Palestinian land and irrigated with stolen Palestinian water, 
Woolworths is complicit in receiving and trading in stolen products.  The Who Profits? 
report was made available to the directors of Woolworths on 3 February 2015, together 
with a request for a considered response.   
 
The PSC further submits that this deliberate mislabeling of agricultural exports is a 
sanctions-busting ploy employed by the Israeli government and companies, which is 
intended to negate the prohibitions contained in the Fourth Geneva Convention and other 
instruments of international law. It is deliberately impossible to distinguish between 
genuine Israeli products, settlement products and Palestinian products.  
 
Even the Israeli Supreme Court acknowledges that settlement by about 700 000 Israeli 
settlers “beyond the Green Line” violates specific Geneva Conventions regarding transfer 
of populations into occupied territories.  The repeated global consensus, including that of 
the South African government, is that these settlements are in contravention of 
international law. 
 
Agricultural products grown on illegal Israeli settlements on stolen Palestine land and 
irrigated with stolen Palestinian water can be regarded as stolen property.  Therefore all 
agricultural products retailed by Woolworths and mislabeled as produce of Israel must be 
considered contaminated and tainted in terms of international labeling regulations.  
 
Successive Israeli governments have since 1967 actively engaged in the theft of more and 
more Palestinian land and water resources. Palestinians are routinely evicted from their 
properties to make way for construction of more and more illegal settlements. This policy 
of ethnic cleaning is intended to make life for Palestinians so untenable that they 
emigrate. 
 
The Who Profits? report specifically declares: 
 
 “All the fruits and vegetables grown in Israel and in the occupied territories are 
 labeled as products of Israel. This, despite the fact that the international 
 community has never recognized Israeli sovereignty over these areas and the 
 settlements are declared illegal, as an occupying power is prohibited under 
 international law from transferring parts of its civilian population into the 
 occupied territory.”  
 
As considered by the Russell Tribunal on Palestine when it met in Cape Town during 
November 2011, the behaviour of the Israeli government meets the legal criteria of 
apartheid as a crime against humanity in terms of the International Convention Against 
the Crime of Apartheid.  South Africa is one of 138 countries which recognize the state 
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of Palestine. In addition, the United Nations Human Rights Council will shortly release 
its report on Israeli war crimes in Gaza during July/August 2014.  Palestine will accede to 
the International Criminal Court from 1 April 2015.  
 
The parallels of apartheid in South Africa and apartheid in Israel-Palestine are glaring, 
even including the extreme emphasis on fraudulent sanctions-busting ostensibly in the 
“national interest.” Governments of the European Union (EU) in 2014 warned their 
citizens of the reputational and financial risks of transactions with the illegal Israeli 
settlements. In addition, the EU has in recent days given notice that it intends to apply a 
new range of economic sanctions against Israel because of its continued flouting of 
international law.  
 
The letter from Woolworths dated 10 February acknowledges that South Africa’s 
Consumer Protection Act makes it very clear that “Made In Israel” can only be used if the 
product originates from within Israel’s borders of 1948-1967.”  Yet as the Who Profits? 
report confirms, all settlement products from the occupied territories are fraudulently 
labeled as “Products Of Israel.”  Assurances that Woolworths has full traceability of its 
products back to source are therefore not credible and are meaningless. 
  
The Woolworths letter also makes it very clear that despite the risk to its reputation the 
corporation intends to defy international labeling regulations and other instruments of 
international law including the Geneva Conventions, and to continue its support of illegal 
Israeli policies and practices.   
 
Accordingly, the PSC is now filing a formal complaint with the South African Police 
Service that Woolworths is receiving and trading in stolen property.  We request 
immediate issuance of a CAS reference number, and expeditious referral of the matter to 
the National Prosecuting Authority. 
 
 
 
Terry Crawford-Browne 
On behalf of the Palestine Solidarity Campaign 


