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16 September 2015 

PRESS STATEMENT 
 

The Boycott Woolworths and Pharrell Williams Campaigns 
 

Capetonians will recall the uproar in October 2010 when Archbishop-Emeritus Desmond 
Tutu at the request of Israeli peace activists called upon the Cape Town Opera Company 
to cancel its tour of Tel Aviv and its performance there of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess.  
The SA Zionist Federation and Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein smeared the Archbishop as 
anti-Semitic, and called upon the Cape Town Holocaust Centre to revoke both his and 
Judge Richard Goldstones’ patronages.  The Goldstone Commission had then just 
confirmed Israeli war crimes in Gaza in 2008/2009.   
 
The Cape Town Holocaust Centre honourably stood its ground against Zionist 
intimidation and threats. That initiative by Israeli peace activists -- reminiscent of and 
modeled after cultural boycotts of apartheid South Africa during the 1970s and 1980s -- 
has subsequently gathered international momentum.  Leading artists and performers from 
all over the world now consistently refuse to perform in Israel or to give pseudo-
legitimacy to Israeli apartheid and war crimes. 
 
By contrast, the American rap star Pharrell Williams has refused to heed numerous pleas 
to cancel his recent and upcoming tours of Israel and South Africa.  Williams has been 
brought to South Africa by Woolworths in a multi-million rand attempt to blunt the 
Boycott Woolworths campaign that is supported by a variety of South African civil 
society organisations.  Given the parallels of racial abuses in Israel and South Africa with 
the civil rights campaign in the United States, Williams’s refusals make a mockery of his 
pretensions of human rights activism. 
 
In turn, Woolworths has also been informed by way of well documented research by 
Israeli organizations such as the Womens’ Coalition For Peace and “Who Profits?” that  
agricultural products it imports from Israel and retails in South Africa are in fact 
deliberately mixed with produce from illegal settlements, grown on stolen Palestinian 
land and irrigated by stolen Palestinian water. 
 
Such misrepresentation violates international law including the Geneva Conventions, as 
well as South African law on money laundering and organized crime.  The governments 
of the European Union have warned their citizens of the reputational and financial risks 
of trading with Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories.  The European 
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Commission is expected shortly to issue regulations to give effect to previous warnings.  
The PSC accordingly calls upon the South African government to enforce existing trade 
labeling and other legislation, including the Prevention of Organized Crime Act of 1998. 
 
Meanwhile, the Cape Town City Council has intervened on behalf of Woolworths to 
block popular demonstrations against the Pharrell Williams concert at Grand West on 
Monday, 21 September.  The PSC strongly deplores the action of the City Council in 
violating the constitutional rights of freedom of expression and assembly of South 
Africans in terms of sections 16 and 17 of the Bill of Rights and Constitution.   
 
It is a chilling example of how South Africa’s hard-won struggle against apartheid is now 
under attack by corporate interests such as Woolworths.  This action by the City Council 
is now the subject of an urgent court application scheduled to be heard in the Cape High 
Court on Thursday, 17 September.   
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