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PRESS STATEMENT 
 
PSA Rejects SAJBoD's unfounded attack on the ANC in general and Deputy Minister 

Obed Bapela in particular. 
 
 
The Palestine Solidarity Alliance records that the South African Jewish Board of Deputies 
unfounded and cynical attack on the ANC and Deputy Minister Obed Bapela. 
 
Deputy Minister Obed Bapela delivered a clear message at the Israeli Apartheid Week 
gathering in Sandton. This was done in his capacity as ANC NEC member and chairman of 
the organization’s International Relations Desk. During his speech he condemned 
the SAJBD and the SA Zionist Federation for using private funded security companies like 
the CSO to harass peaceful protesters and that the Sandton police should never have 
allowed these thugs to pretend to be police of South Africa. (Click here for video of 
CSO members impersonating to be police: http://tinyurl.com/kosvu4d). 
 
Deputy Minister Cde. Obed Bapela also stated that he had seen Wendy Kahn instructing 
these thugs, who man-handled among others, woman and children (some belonging to the 
PSA and PSA Youth League). These are facts that are backed with video footage 
and statements made by the policeman in charge who stated that the security were reporting 
to the SA Jewish Board of Deputies. The ANC has been vigilant in ensuring that all people 
have a right to protest in our democracy and that no group of militia or thugs can interfere 
with the autonomy of police in South Africa as a sovereign nation. It is not the function of 
public order police who are there to ensure that protests are in-line with the laws of this 
country to employ the use of armed security paid for by Israeli lobby groups. 
 
This interference was highlighted and condemned by Deputy Minister Obed Bapela on behalf 
of the ANC (see video: http://tinyurl.com/leujten). The SAJBD's response was to drive 
a personal attack against Deputy Minister Bapela by insulting him and implying that he was 
not representative of the ANC. This is once again a desperate attempt on their part to attack 
the person and not deal with their inherently racist defence of Zionism and Israeli apartheid. 
 
We also note that it is also a vain attempt on the part of SAJBD and SAZF to undermine the 
ANC and the ANC-led Government. It was absolutely clear that Deputy Minister Obed 
Bapela was delivering a message at the #IsraeliApartheidWeek protest from the ANC. Thus 
the attack on Comrade Bapela is an attack on the ANC and is part of the SAJBD's 
ongoing campaigns to undermine and divide the ANC by begging for secret meetings with 
NEC members, while vilifying individual leaders of the ANC when they present the clear ANC 
position on Israel. We are aware that the SAJBD have through out the course of Israeli 
Apartheid Week wrote letters to various Mayors, Ministers and other officials 
trying (unsuccessfully) to dissuade these officials from attending IAW events. 
 
Comrade Obed Bapela spoke very professionally and very clearly about the ANC’s support 
for the struggle of the Palestinian people, as well as how the ANC viewed the events that 
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had transpired in Sandton. He was clear that South Africa is a sovereign nation and that 
South African police must not be interfered with. 
 
The PSA will not allow unfounded attacks on comrade Obed Bapela and will be sending 
video footage of his speech to the SG of the ANC. Comrade Bapela deserves a public 
apology and the ANC should not allow anything less. The same group that so 
vehemently attacks the ANC publicly are trying to whisper in the ears of leaders by calling for 
"meeting after meeting" to gain sympathy for the Israeli government. Their two faced 
behaviour has been exposed and must be condemned. 
 
We will not even respond to attempts to call the ANC and the diverse group of protestors 
anti-Semitic, these are just the usual hypocritical attempts to distract the public from the list 
of  Israeli atrocities which includes, racism, genocide and crimes against humanity. 
 
It is a known fact that whenever someone speaks the truth about the racism and oppression 
inherent in Zionism, their agents, the SAJBD and SAZF draw their now overused card and 
wish the criticism away by labelling them as anti-Semitic. Unlike these desperate agents 
of Israel we as anti-apartheid activists are confident of our non-racialism and our anti-racist 
values and no label imposed by those who endorse apartheid will ever stick. 
 
As the PSA we call for 
 

- A full investigation into the role of the SAPS, CSO, SAJBD and SAZF at the Sandton 
protest meeting 
- An end to the brutal use of force by private security companies like CSO whenever we 
protest against Israel 
- A meeting with the ANC and relevant ministers to discuss amongst other matters the 
role of the Israeli Mossad in South Africa and our rights to protest 

 
For comment contact: 
 
Naweed Hassen 082 490 4059 
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